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Cockpit Country Stakeholders welcome announcement by Prime Minister 

The Cockpit Country Stakeholders Group (CCSG) is encouraged by the declaration made yesterday 

by Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness at a sitting of the House of Representatives, that 

over 74,000 hectares of land will be designated as the Cockpit Country Protected Area and closed to 

mining under the Mining Act.   

This long-awaited announcement of the decision to formally protected one of Jamaica’s most 

biologically and socio-culturally important areas, comes after 37,568 Jamaicans made their support 

for the area known through the new Jamaica House online petition portal, and by signing hard copy 

petitions. The Save Cockpit Country Campaign galvanised nationwide support for stewardship of the 

area in the interest of its residents and all the people of Jamaica. 

The CCSG welcomed the Prime Minister’s announcement that a management plan will be 

developed for the Cockpit Country Protected Area, and that any development or mining activity in 

the zone immediately surrounding the protected area will be subject to rigorous review, including by 

Cabinet. The group is also heartened by the Government’s stated commitment to ensure appropriate 

funding will be provided, and greater attention paid to enforcement of environmental laws.  

The CCSG is, however, concerned that the proposed boundary does not adequately protect the 

important water resources of Cockpit Country. Specifically, the north-eastern section of the boundary 

excludes sources of the Rio Bueno river system. The southern boundary excludes Nassau 

Mountains and its sinks and spring risings; these eventually reach the Black River. It appears a 

mining lease has already been granted for this area.  

The CCSG will now request detailed maps of the boundary as presented by the Prime Minister for 

review. The CCSG also intends to lobby for adequate buffer zones for the protected area.  

- end - 
  



SAVE COCKPIT COUNTRY CONTACTS 
  
NORTH COCKPIT COUNTRY 
Lorna Williams Christie, Duanvale Resident, Cockpit Country Local Forestry Committee Member, CC 

activist, 853-3253/ 774-1148 
Asburga Harwood, was threatened with mining; has been active in CC struggle:  425-5239 
Dr. Susan Koenig, Conservation Biologist, Windsor Research Center 997-3882 
windsor@cwjamaica.com 
  
SOUTH COCKPIT COUNTRY 
Hugh Dixon, STEA, 393-6584; 610-0818, hughmdix@gmail.com, 
  
CATADUPA COCKPIT COUNTRY 
Antonette Brown, Ginger Hill,  449-3744 
Rev. John Gordon, Cambridge, 586-8778 
Clavie Johnson, Principal: Elderslie Primary & Junior High School, 334-7770 
Calvin Shirley, Chair:  Cockpit Country Local Forestry Committee Member, Point; 361 6916 
Ennis Wallace, Niagara, 359 1006 
Millicent Clarke, Point Benevolent Society, Point, 329 3996 
  
EAST COCKPIT COUNTRY - ST ANN 
Linsford Hamilton, Community Leader - Madras, 919-8375 
Ivy Walton, Community Leader - Gibraltar, 824-7681 
Bishop Clarke, Community Leader - Gibraltar  319-3635 
Al Gallimore - Media Activist, Resident Alexandria 401-3066. alkivern@yahoo.com 

Wendy Lee, Environmentalist, Seven Oaks Sanctuary for Wildlife, 359-1505 or 808-1657 
  
ACCOMPONG 
Col Ferron Williams, Leeward Maroons, 531-2894 or 790-0867 
Norma Rowe Edwards, Accompong, 573-6575 
  
OTHERS 
Diana McCaulay JET 469-1315 
Suzanne Stanley JET 470-7580 
Dr Esther Figueroa, independent filmmaker, activist, 407-7439 
Dr.Donovan Campbell, 351-1925, UWI, Human Geographer - donovancampbell@gmail.com 
Ann Haynes Sutton, Conservation Ecologist, BirdsCaribbean, 877-7335 
Carol Narcisse, Civil Society Advocate, 430-4705 
Horace Levy, Executive Director, Jamaicans for Justice, 337-3390 
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